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CONTROL OF ALGAE WITH BARLEY STRAW 
Barley is used to inhibit the growth of algae that can turn the pond water green. It is 

truly organic, no chemicals are used which is a good thing, as many pond keepers tend 

to overuse chemicals in the pond water which changes the chemistry of the water and 

can affect the koi’s water environment and be unhealthy for the koi, some chemical 

algae killers have not only killed the algae but also taken some koi along with them. 

 

The way Barley works is as follows: 
When Barley is placed in the pond water it will begin to disintegrate and during this 

time a chemical will be released, called Lignin. This chemical will inhibit the growth 

of algae, remember I said inhibit, not prevent any growth. So there may still be some 

algae growing but just on a smaller scale. Now the process is temperature dependent, 

where the warmer the water temperature is the faster the process works. For example, 

it may take 6-8 weeks for the straw to become active when the water temperature is 

below 10 degrees C but only 1-2 weeks when the water temperature is above 20 de-

grees C. Now once the straw begins its decomposing process it will remain active until 

it is entirely decomposed. The length of this period will be contingent on the tempera-

ture, form of straw, and its application location. On average straw will remain active 

for approximately six months, from after that point its effectiveness will decrease 

gradually. 

Here’s the technical breakdown: 
When the straw rots, chemicals in the cell walls decompose at different rates. Lignins 

are constant and most likely will remain and continue to be released into the pond wa-

ter as the other components begin their decay. Provided there is plenty of oxygen in 

the pond water, lignins will be oxidized into humic acid and other humic substances. 

These humic substances occur naturally in many waters and when sunlight shines onto 

water which contains dissolved oxygen, in the presence of humic substances, hydrogen 

peroxide is formed. Research has shown that low levels of hydrogen peroxide can in-

hibit the growth of algae and that sustained low concentrations of hydrogen peroxide 

can have a very similar effect on algae to that of straw. But Peroxides will only last in 

the water for a short time, but as long as there are humic substances present, peroxides 

will be continuously generated whenever there is sufficient sunlight. So, with the slow 

decomposing of the straw in your pond water, there will always be humic substances 

available present to catalyze this reaction. So, in summary, chemicals working together 

to inhibit the growth of algae. Barley straw has been shown to work more effectively 

than any other type of straw such as wheat, linseed, lavender stalk and maize. Do not 

use hay or green plant materials as they can release nutrients into the water which will 

increase algal growth, along with, when they decompose rapidly they will deplete the 
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CONTROL OF ALGAE WITH BARLEY STRAW 
(continued from Page 1) 

 

oxygen from the water very rapidly. 

 

How to use: 
Using straw for koi ponds is very easy, straw should be placed in a net bag, nylon stocking if purchased 

loosely, but usually it can be purchased in bundled bales, which is very easy to use. This bundle should be 

attached in the path of moving water, such as a stream, river, or waterfall. Making sure you anchor the bundle 

as it will need to float in the water to be effective; as time passes the bundle will sink to the bottom of the 

pond and will not be as effective, so by adding a floating mechanism i.e. corks, polystyrene or small plastic 

bottles with well fitting screw caps, will ensure that the bales will float and not sink and make their use more 

effective. Once the bale has decomposed thoroughly, you can reuse the net and floatation device again. Place 

the straw bale where there is a continuous flow of water, either by the stream, fountain or waterfall, by doing 

this it, ensures the straw will be oxygenated and it will spread the chemical throughout the pond. The straw 

can be applied at any time during the year, but will be more effective if used prior to algae growth, because 

the anti-algal agents released by the straw are much more effective in preventing algal 5 growth than in kill-

ing algae already present. So using it when the water temperatures are low such as in the winter or early 

spring is recommended. Once it becomes active, approximately one month in the pond, it will continue to in-

hibit the algae from growing for approximately 6 months. Now we don’t want to wait for it to completely de-

compose before adding the next bale, so sometime around the 5th month, attach another bale in and it will 

begin the process, so that when the first bale is removed your water will still have the chemical process inside 

and can continue its path of blocking the algae growth. One note, DO NOT add straw when prolonged tem-

peratures of hot weather, as the combination of the heat and the dying algae will create a deoxygenating prob-

lem in the pond. So in summary, the Barley bales is an organic way of treating algae problems in the pond. 

But, it is most effective if you catch it before an algae bloom and then keep up with it by adding Barley prior 

to the first application runs out. Barley bales can be found in most pond dealers store and online and is cost 

effective, safe for other plants and koi, and will not harm the ecosystem of the koi. 

 

Barley straw bale attached to 

waterfall.  Water movement is 

key to it’s effectiveness. 

Barley Straw Bundles 

Liquid Barley is another 

option to clear algae prob-

lems. 
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CCKS Koi Show Flash Back—1993 
 

Below is an article that was run in KOI USA regarding the 
club’s 15th annual koi show, I hope you enjoy reading how far 
this club has come along.  Stay tuned for more Flash Back’s 
which I will be including in upcoming newsletters.  If  any club 
members have any pictures and memories from previous koi 
shows , please contact me, or bring them to a club meeting. 
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. 

 

 

 

 

CCKS members planning to attend the Bakersfield joint meeting and 

would like to caravan together can meet at the Tran’s home at 8:00 A.M., 

also we have a few seats available in our van if you choose not to drive, 

please call/text at 559-970-8508 or send us an email at  

cencalkoi@gmail.com. 
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MEETING DATE/TIME 
  

   May 12th, 11:00 a.m. 
 

MEETING TOPIC 
  

Joint meeting in Bakers-

field, guest speaker, raffle, 

good food. 

HOST/LOCATION 
  

Roger & Ginger Spradlin 

 

  

  June 16th, 12:30 p.m. 
 

   

  

 Proform C treatment 

 

Back up generator 

 
 

  

Richard & Georgette Gross 

 

  

 July—Need host 
   

  

 August—Need host 
  

  

  

   

  

 September—Need Host 
  

  

  

    

CCKS UPCOMING MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

 

For meeting info, email:  

cencalkoi@gmail.com for location. 
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5832 E. Erin Ave 

Fresno, CA 93727 

Phone: 559-970-8508 
Email: cencalkoi@gmail.com 

Website:  www.cencalkoi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone! 

 
This year has taken off quite fast, we are already heading full swing from Spring 

into Summer weather soon and as such the water in our koi ponds will warm up 

quickly, so keep an eye on your pond temperature and provide some needed shade 

for the koi fish if they are out in full sun. 

 
There are a few activities coming up soon, starting with the Bakersfield Koi & 

Water Garden Society and CCKS Joint meeting happening this Saturday, May 

12th at 11:00 a.m.  We will be departing for Bakersfield from our home at 5832 E. 

Erin Ave., Fresno around 8:30 a.m. or earlier if everyone wants to caravan to-

gether.  Our van has space for 2 more passengers if any one does not want to drive 

to please contact us can call/text at 559-970-8508 or email at cen-

calkoi@gmail.com.  Those that are driving there is a flyer on page 5 with a map 

and address and contact information, I have already given them a head count so 

no need to RSVP. 

 
Another event coming up soon is happening in San Diego on June 23rd and June 

24th at the Four Points by Sheraton and that is the annual AKCA Wet Lab and 

Seminar.  This is a great opportunity to learn from a koi veterinary on the care of 

koi and koi health.  Seng and I will be there as well as other KHA’s from Califor-

nia.  The cost for the wet lab is $35.00 which covers both Saturday and Sunday, 

optional are the lunch for $25.00 each and the banquet for $55.00 each.  See page 

12 of the newsletter and you can also see this on the AKCA website at 

www.akca.org.  Hotel reservations are going fast so please make your reservations 

ASAP; there will also be a pond tour on Sunday so you can always choose to stay 

an extra day to attend that. 

 

The board of directors is finalizing the club’s show pin and show t-shirt design 

and hope to present it soon at an upcoming club meeting.  We are in need of club 

hosts for the months of July, August, and September, please if you can volunteer 

to host the meeting that would be of great help to our club.  Please contact Rosi-

meri at 559-970-8508 or via email at cencalkoi@gmail.com if you are interested 

in hosting. 
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PRESIDENTS CORNER—

Rosimeri Tran 

The club has a Facebook account, just search Central California Koi Society and 

like our page so you can stay up to date on upcoming meetings and events. 

mailto:cencalkoi@gmail.com
mailto:cencalkoi@gmail.com
http://www.akca.org
mailto:cencalkoi@gmail.com
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April 19th  Board of Director’s Meeting Minutes: 

 

The board discussed the following show topics: 

 Finalized the 2018 koi pin design, submitting to pin companies for quotes on produc-

tion. 

 Will have show t-shirt design samples at next board meeting for review and vote. 

 Sponsorship update:  Sumner Avenue Water Gardens has signed up for the Showa 

Sponsorship, $1,200.00. 

There was discussion on the upcoming joint meeting and finalizing head count to submit to 

BKWG. 

Due to privacy issues only club members will receive newsletters with upcoming meeting ad-

dresses, the web versions will have that information blocked out. 

Club Minutes 
 

April 14th General Meeting Minutes: 

 

The club welcomed new members in attendance, John Boyajian and Franz Criego.  

Members enjoyed viewing our host Lynne’s koi that were in an aquarium and she was de-

lighted that she was able to rehome them as they were growing too fast for their quarters.  

Rosimeri discussed the upcoming joint meeting in Bakersfield with our sister club the Bakers-

field Koi and Water garden Society, happening on May 12th at 11:00 a.m.  If anyone is inter-

ested in attending and does not want to drive to please contact Rosimeri and Seng as they have 

room in their van.   

Hosts are still needed for the month’s of July, August and September, please consider hosting a 

meeting, contact Rosimeri if interested in hosting. 

Rosimeri discussed “Koi Nutrition” covering the types of koi food members should be feed-

ing, as well as other types of food such as fruits, vegetables and whole wheat bread.  There 

was discussion on feeding frequency, as well as making sure the bio filter is ready to handle 

the fish waste load. 
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POND MAINTENANCE 
If you have ever used or are using a pond maintenance or 

repair service, please share what you know.  We have 

members, prospective members, and the public asking 

frequently for references, suggestions, or just any infor-

mation about anyone in this business.  Pond maintenance 

companies allow us to relax a bit with our ponding duties, 

we are always in search of new ideas of pond mainte-

nance.  If you have anything to contribute, please send us 

an email at:  cencalkoi@gmail.com 

Newsletter advertiser Mike Przewoznik of Sumner Avenue Wa-

ter Garden offers the following to CCKS members:  “I would like 

to support your club and I appreciate the business I have received 

from you and your club members.  I would like to initiate the 

following program for your club members going forward:  FREE 

shipping on all orders $75.00 or more.  Club members can com-

bine orders to reach the $75.00 if they wish as long as I ship to 

one address.  Items that require truck shipping or items that are 

extremely heavy will be looked at on case by case situation.” 

Ultra Balance Koi Foods 

Wants your koi hobbyists stories 
I’m sure everyone of you has a unique story to tell regarding experi-

ences you have had since you began this crazy hobby, both good and 

bad.  Star Milling/Ultra Balance Premium Koi Foods would like to pub-

lish your stories on their website www.koifood.com.  Check out their 

website.  Under the Library link you will be able to get an idea.  If 

you’re interested please send your stories to Iva at the following ad-

dress: IVA@STARMILLING.COM. I’m sure we will all enjoy reading 

them!  A short story and a photo (pdf) is all we need.  Please feel free 

to email me if you have any questions J 

CCKS Club Store: 

Potassium Permaganate $15.00  (1 lb jar) 

Sodium Thiosulfate $10.00 (2 lb jar) 

Sodium Thiosulfate $20.00 (5 lb jar) 

 

Call Seng Tran at 559-999-1706, or email  

sengtran@gmail.com if interested in purchasing, we will 

also have these available at every club meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 MEMBERSHIP DUES are 

due by March 31st 2018, in the 

amount of $40.00 payable to CCKS 

and mailed to:   

 

5832 E. Erin Ave, Fresno, CA 93727.   

 

The club greatly appreciates you 

paying on time. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

2017 Koi pins 

are $6.00 each, 

and have ar-

rived! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 Koi pins are in they are $4.00 each. 

 

2015 and older are $2.00 each. 

 
These are always available for purchase just contact, 

Rosimeri Tran at cencalkoi@gmail.com or at         

559-970-8508. 

 
They will also be available for sale at our koi show 

http://www.koifood.com
mailto:IVA@STARMILLING.COM
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 
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UPCOMING KOI SHOWS AND KOI/POND EVENTS 
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