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July—No Meeting, 

due to cancellation by 

July host 

August 12th, 2:00 p.m., Jim 

Sherrick & Bill Tweton, 

4949 N. Wishon Ct., Fresno 
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Ave., Fresno 

December-Date TBD, 

HOLIDAY PARTY, Dale & 

Sandy Winn, 8099 E. Nees 

Issue 35 

What to feed koi beyond the pellets 

By:  Rosimeri Tran 

 

Koi need nutrition from other sources besides the koi food pellets that are manufac-

tured and on the market.  Throughout the year when feeding your koi you can add vari-

ous fruits, vegetables and proteins to their diet.  Some examples are watermelon, or-

anges, and different types of lettuce.  Let’s start with oranges, the best way to prepare 

them for your koi is to slice them in wedges skin on or cut them in half horizontally, 

toss them in the pond and take a seat and watch your koi go nuts working at the flesh.  

Oranges are a great source of vitamin C that may not be included in the koi food you 

are feeding them, vitamin C helps the koi grow, repair their tissues and also aids in re-

production, just make sure you scoop out the skins when they finish otherwise they 

may get sucked into the bottom drain and cause havoc in your filtration system.  An-

other source of vitamin C is lettuce, there are so many types out there on the market, so 

you could feed different ones to the koi, just let them float on the surface of the pond 

and the koi will nibble, nibble, nibble at the leaves and they will disappear quickly.  

Koi love watermelon, we like to feed them seedless watermelon, you could cut circle 

slices with skin on, toss it in the pond and they will start eating from inside out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fruit bowl with so many options to feed your 

koi 

Koi enjoying a refreshing slice of water-

melon 
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What to feed koi beyond the pellets 

By:  Rosimeri Tran 

(continued from Page 1) 

 

 
Wheat toast is also enjoyed by the koi, you can toast up a batch, slice them into triangles and put in a jar and 

keep by the pond.  I have even heard that some people will put a little honey on the toast before serving to 

koi; use raw, unprocessed honey, not honey you find in the grocery store.  Raw honey contains antimicrobial, 

anti-inflammatory, anti-fungal and antiseptic properties, as well as antioxidants, minerals, and vitamins.  This 

is a great way to get the koi to eat out of your hand too, especially in the early part of spring before their appe-

tite kicks in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Protein sources you can add include dehydrated shrimp, silkworms.  Worms have also been fed to koi, if 

taken from backyard; make sure to wash off before feeding to koi.  But silkworms come prepackaged and 

they love to munch on those, and are packed with protein. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So here you have many choices to add to your koi diet, these foods should not replace your regular koi food 

but instead added in between to give them some supplemental nutrition, variety, and healthy living for your 

koi, so while you enjoy a cold sliced of watermelon this hot summer, so will your koi too. 
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SODIUM THIOSULFATE 
(used as dechlor) 

 

 
We recommend always using a dechlorinator when doing water changes, for those who only 

have chlorine in the water, sodium thiosulfate is economical and easy to mix and have a batch 

on hand ready for your use.  Below is an article written by Dr. Eric Johnson who gives some 

information on sodium thiosulfate. 

 

Written by Dr. Eric Johnson: 

“Sodium thiosulfate is a compound which is used to remove and detoxify chlorine or other 

heavy metals which may be used by water companies to make water safe for consumption 

by humans.  

 

What it's good at:  

Dechlorinator is good for removing harmful Chlorine from new water which you're adding 

to your pond during a water change.” 

 

Background:  

“Chlorine is often used by water-treatment plants to kill harmful bacteria and spores which 

may be in water intended for cooking or human consumption. The amount of chlorine used 

by the water authority will vary by the number of spores or cysts found on routine testing. 

When performing a water change, you should drain down the pond. Estimate the volume of 

water to be replaced and apply the dechlorinator to the pond. Then begin to refill the pond. 

Dechlorinator is non toxic.” 

 

How to dissolve Sodium Thiosulfate crystals: 
 

1. Dissolve 4 ounces sodium thiosulfate crystals in 1 gallon water. 

2. 1 ounce of mixture liquid will dechlorinate 60 gallons of pond water. 

3. 128 ounces (1 gallon) X 60 = 7,680 gallons dechlorinated  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CCKS store is now restocked with Sodium 

Thiosulfate crystals a 2 pound jar is $10.00 and a 

5 pound jar is $20.00.  So if you are in need of 

some, please contact Seng Tran, 559-999-1706 or 

email him at sengtran@gmail.com 
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CALENDAR OF CCKS GENERAL MEETINGS 

 

      2017 Meetings 

 

July TBD    Meeting Cancelled 
 
August 12th, 2:00 p.m.  Jim Sherrick & Bill Tweton 4949 N. Wishon Ct. 
         Fresno, CA 93704 

September 16th, 2:00 p.m.  Seng & Rosimeri Tran 5832 E. Erin Ave. 
         Fresno, CA 93727 

October 14th, 2:00 p.m.  Ryan & Richele Kleiser 13136 Wiregrass Ln., 

         Clovis, CA 93619 

November TBD   Lisa Lamoure   5616 N. Forkner Ave. 
         Fresno, CA 93711 

December (HOLIDAY PARTY) Dale & Sandy Winn  8099 E. Nees Ave., 
         Clovis, CA 93619  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Argo’s have had to cancel hosting the July meet-

ing, so we will not be having a meeting in July but will meet again on August 12th at 

the home of Jim Sherrick and Bill Tweton. 



 

5  

5832 E. Erin Ave 

Fresno, CA 93727 

Phone: 559-970-8508 
Email: cencalkoi@gmail.com 

Website:  www.cencalkoi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello fellow club members: 

 
It is sizzling outside, another typical, Fresno scorcher summer.   Remember that 

koi can get sunburn so having some type of shade over the pond is ideal, such as 

shade canopy, umbrella or even adding water plants that they could hide under.  

White koi are the most prone to sunburn as their skin is exposed to the brutal rays.  

Also shading the pond will keep the water temperature ideal for them, you don’t 

want it reaching a high temperature of above 80 as koi will not want to eat, and 

their ideal water temperature is at 71F. Another thing to keep in mind is adding 

supplemental air to your pond, via air stones and an air pump.  Due to the fact that 

as the temperatures rise the oxygen level in the pond decreases, so give the koi 

some more air to breathe.  Our pond has been measuring 85F, when shaded, with-

out shade it can accelerate rapidly to even 90F.  Keep an eye on the temperatures 

also for feeding, when it gets above 85F do not feed the koi, they may have loss of 

appetite and the food will go to waste and foul up your pond water parameters. 

 
Only a few months away from the club’s 39th annual koi show at Fig Garden Vil-

lage, the board is busy with preparations and at the next club meeting will be 

reaching out to the club for help with volunteering and the show committee, the 

show runs well when everyone pitches it and helps out, so please consider helping 

us out with set up, tear down, information booth.  Also you should consider at-

tending the banquet, this is where the winners will be awarded and the judges dis-

cuss their selections, great time to rub elbows with koi exhibitors as well as CCKS 

members, the banquet will be at the Elbow Room, Patio Room in Fig Garden Vil-

lage. 

 
Also the club has sodium thiosulfate available for sale again, which is used as a de

-chlorinator when doing water changes, if interested in purchasing, please contact 

Seng at 559-999-1706 or email him at sengtran@gmail.com  

 
Stay cool and hydrated in the summer months, keep an eye on your koi for dis-

tress such as hanging on the waterfall or swimming at surface gasping for air, 

which is a sign you need to add more oxygen in pond before it is too late. 

See you in August. 
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Club Minutes 
 

 

June 10th general meeting Minutes: 

 
Welcome new members Richard and Georgette Gross and Lynn Rayner who 

joined at the June meeting. 
Members enjoyed viewing Paulette’s pond, there is a nice waterfall and bridge that members 

stood on while taking in her beautiful koi swimming in the pond.  Inside Rosimeri discussed 

how warm water temperatures affect the koi and ways to keep water temps comfortable for the 

koi, she also discussed the different options of checking salt in pond such as digital salt meter 

and Ryan brought his salt refractometer and explained how it work, later they did a compari-

son reading from salt meter to refractometer.  Rosimeri discussed the benefits of salt in pond.   

There was a round table discussion on koi losing color, also discussed was Proform C usage. 

 
Richele gave us an update on koi show, by discussing their first experience of showing koi in 

2016 and encouraged members to show their koi and help out at the koi show.  She also passed 

around show flyers and sponsorship package information. 

There was a raffle and members enjoyed refreshments provided by Paulette. 

June 15th 2017 Board of Director Minutes: 

 
The board discussed the upcoming koi show such as the show sponsorship and which leads we 

could approach.  Richele discussed google docs sharing of forms so that the board could ac-

cess forms and data and update as needed.  The board voted to bring back sodium thiosulfate 

as a club item available for purchase.   

Paulette Melkonian’s pond taken dur-

ing June meeting. 
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POND MAINTENANCE 
If you have ever used or are using a pond maintenance or 

repair service, please share what you know.  We have 

members, prospective members, and the public asking 

frequently for references, suggestions, or just any infor-

mation about anyone in this business.  Pond maintenance 

companies allow us to relax a bit with our ponding duties, 

we are always in search of new ideas of pond mainte-

nance.  If you have anything to contribute, please send us 

an email at:  cencalkoi@gmail.com 

Newsletter advertiser Mike Przewoznik of Sumner Avenue Wa-

ter Garden offers the following to CCKS members:  “I would like 

to support your club and I appreciate the business I have received 

from you and your club members.  I would like to initiate the 

following program for your club members going forward:  FREE 

shipping on all orders $75.00 or more.  Club members can com-

bine orders to reach the $75.00 if they wish as long as I ship to 

one address.  Items that require truck shipping or items that are 

extremely heavy will be looked at on case by case situation.” 

Ultra Balance Koi Foods 

Wants your koi hobbyists stories 
I’m sure everyone of you has a unique story to tell regarding experi-

ences you have had since you began this crazy hobby, both good and 

bad.  Star Milling/Ultra Balance Premium Koi Foods would like to pub-

lish your stories on their website www.koifood.com.  Check out their 

website.  Under the Library link you will be able to get an idea.  If 

you’re interested please send your stories to Iva at the following ad-

dress: IVA@STARMILLING.COM. I’m sure we will all enjoy reading 

them!  A short story and a photo (pdf) is all we need.  Please feel free 

to email me if you have any questions J 

CCKS Club Store: 

Potassium Permaganate $15.00  (1 lb jar) 

Sodium Thiosulfate  $10.00  (2 lb jar) 

Sodium Thiosulfate  $20.00  (5 lb jar) 

 

Call Seng Tran at 559-999-1706, or email  

sengtran@gmail.com if interested in purchasing, we will 

also have these available at every club meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 MEMBERSHIP DUES are 

due by March 31st 2017, in the 

amount of $40.00 payable to CCKS 

and mailed to:   

 

5832 E. Erin Ave, Fresno, CA 93727.   

 

The club greatly appreciates you 

paying on time. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

2017 Koi pins are 

$6.00 each, and have 

arrived! 
 

 

 

 

 

2016 Koi pins are in they are $4.00 each. 

 

2015 and older are $2.00 each. 

 
These are always available for purchase just contact, 

Rosimeri Tran at cencalkoi@gmail.com or at         

559-970-8508. 

 
They will also be available for sale at our koi show 

on September 24th –25th at Fig Garden Village. 

http://www.koifood.com
mailto:IVA@STARMILLING.COM
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 
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UPCOMING KOI SHOWS AND KOI/POND EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


