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This year, Seng and I, decided to start the New Year off right by attending the 30th an-

nual Koi Club of San Diego koi show in Del Mar.  It would be our first time exhibiting 

our koi there and also the farthest we have driven with our koi, a total of 6 hours.   

 
So it all began on Friday, March 3rd at around 7:00 a.m. we both woke up and began 

the process of packing up the koi for the trip.  We had already put the koi in a smaller 

qt tank to make catching them much easier.  Koi were placed in a measuring tub, then 

we placed them in their appropriate plastic bag adding enough water to cover the koi, 

and we also added “Albagin” which is an antibiotic which has a calming effect on the 

koi; oxygen was then added to the bag and each bag was tied off with 2 rubber bands, 

we double bagged each bag, and they were placed in their individual cardboard boxes.  

Once all 8 koi were packed up, we loaded ourselves up and left Fresno around 10:30 

a.m. 

Traffic was typical So Cal I-5 freeway traffic and our original ETA of 3:30 p.m. 

quickly turned in 5:00 p.m. L but we all arrived safely at the Del Mar Fairgrounds.   

There we were met by John Svelan who checked us in and directed us to our tank, 

where we were able to drive right up to the tank and unload our koi.  The koi bags 

were floated for a bit, then the koi were released into their temporary home.  The 

benching team arrived at our tank and began the process of measuring, taking ID pics 

of the koi and then classifying them.  After the koi were benched we were free to walk 

around and check out the koi that were on display as well as catch up with our friends 

some from So Cal and even some from Nor Cal, who drove 8 hours, wow, such dedi-

cation to the hobby, I was very impressed.  The San Diego koi club provided exhibi-

tors, volunteers and vendors a nice taco dinner, which we were very thankful for as 

this saved us the hassle of looking for dinner, all we had to do was check into the hotel 

and get some rest for the next day. 

 

 

 

 

 

San Diego Koi Show Road trip 
By:  Rosimeri Tran 

Judging in progress at the San Diego Koi Show 
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On Saturday morning, we enjoyed breakfast at the hotel and had a nice breakfast chat with our sister club, Ba-

kersfield Koi and Water Garden Club members, Ron and Malise Unruh.  Then it was off to the show for the 

day.  We spent it chatting with vendors and other exhibitors while watching the judging in progress, it was a 

long day for the judges but they handled it well.  In the evening we adjourned back to the fair grounds for the 

show banquet, see they have the banquet catered, right there at the show site.  It was the best banquet we have 

ever attended, we were served a delicious Brazilian banquet dinner consisting of grilled steak, shrimp, grilled 

vegetables, rice and black beans, too much food all well worth every dollar of it.  Then the award ceremony 

began and one by one the awards were presented to the exhibitors lucky enough to earn one, and we were for-

tunate enough to earn the “Best Bekko” award.  I presented Scotty Yee with the CCKS Friendship Award for 

a cute Tancho Goshiki in his tank.  During their banquet there was a raffle where we won some koi food and I 

won a beautiful koi painting, we had a blast. 

 

Sunday morning we enjoyed the show for one more day and even picked up some new koi from Andrew’s 

Koi, I decided to add some variety to our collection so I purchased a Kumonryu, Shusui and a Lemon Hari-

wake, maybe future contenders.  Soon it was time to pack up the koi and ourselves and head back to Fresno, 

we said our good byes and off we went back on the I-5 and did get a home at a not so unreasonable time but 

were thoroughly exhausted. 

 
Attending these other club koi shows gives us an opportunity to interact with other koi hobbyists, and see how 

they get things done, so I highly recommend you go experience these koi shows here in California. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Diego Koi Show Road trip 
By:  Rosimeri Tran 
(continued from page 1) 

Seng and I Receiving the Best Bekko 

award at the 30th annual Koi Club of 

San Diego koi show. 
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PRESSURIZED BEAD FILTER SELECTION 
By:  Seng Tran 

 

 

 

I recently bought a good used bead filter from a pond owner that decided to close their pond down, and got it 

for a reasonable price.  The filter itself was in good, used condition prior to it being shut down.  This bead fil-

ter is a very good, reputable, quality brand filter on the market today.  Although I can not name the brand of 

the bead filter, I did however do some research on this particular bead filter and found no bad reviews about 

it.   

Upon bringing the bead filter home, a few days later, I opened the filter to clean the inside and the bead me-

dia, to my surprise, was found that approximately a cubic foot of bead media was low, where did they go? 

Well, it doesn’t take me long to figure out, that this particular bead filter used a floating  kind of plastic bead 

media that is about 1/8 inch in diameter.  The plastic bead media wear out over time through friction wear and 

tear and it got smaller and smaller, to a point that it goes through the series of small cut out slots of the water 

outlet of the PVC pipe.  The picture below shows some bead media that was stuck on the outlet slot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the research, I found most of the bead filter companies, which use this type of bead media, have the 

statement talking about the lifetime of their bead media.  Statements such as, “beads will not break down, nor 

do they need to be replaced; older media give better performance”. 

 
So do your research before buying these pressurized bead filters, read the reviews, talk to other pond owners 

who have purchased them and ask them questions so that you make the right choice for your pond. 

 

 

PVC Outlet pipe inside bead filter Close up view of the PVC outlet pipe with the media stuck and 

falling out of the slots due to wearing out in size. 



 

4  

READ YOUR BOTTLES! 
By:  Rosimeri Tran 
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So your pond is green, expected in some cases as it is Spring and your bio filter may not 

have kicked into full service yet.  You decide to treat your pond with a chemical to kill the 

algae, I recommend against this as many products on the market are harmful to your koi 

fish.   

Upon shopping at a local hardware store, I came across this product and decided to share it 

with you to educate you on the harshness of some of these products.  Here on the front of 

the bottle you see a koi fish or gold fish and already perceive it as it is okay to use in your 

pond water.  But when I turned the bottle over in the back, it has a warning label stating, 

“THIS PRODUCT IS TOXIC TO FISH”, yikes, imagine all the pond keepers who don’t 

read this, yes your koi are fish and are included in the warning.  But many just will use a 

product without giving it any consideration and create a disaster in their pond.   

So please use caution when using any product to kill algae.  Find a more natural treatment 

such as barley hay there is even a liquid barley on the market which is natural and safe for 

the koi.  Other ways to treat algae include adding salt to your pond, installing and using a 

UV light, koi clay, how about providing shade for your pond as the sun will intensify the 

algae.  Remember the algae is not harmful to the koi and in some cases will clear up on it’s 

own once the bio filter kicks in, so again use caution when using any chemical in the pond, 

it can harm your koi. 



 

5  

BARSTOW FARM FIELD TRIP 

APRIL 22, 2017 

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our club is planning on a road trip to Ken Liu’s koi farm, Barstow Koi Farm, on Satur-

day, April 22nd, departing my house, at 7:00 a.m. sharp from our house at 5832 E. Erin 

Ave., Fresno.  This is a 4 hour one way trip so we want to leave early enough to enjoy our 

time on his koi farm.  He has several mud ponds as well as numerous tanks filled with 

koi from Japan as well as his own Barstow bred koi.  We will be caravanning there, with 

myself driving our Toyota van which can hold 5 more passengers as well as Ryan and 

Richele will be driving and can take additional passengers.  If you are interested in go-

ing, please contact me, 559-970-8508, or email me at cencalkoi@gmail.com. 

There will also be a sign up sheet at the March 11th and April 8th club meeting.  This is 

a great opportunity for you to see up close some high quality koi up close and in person.  

Ken makes several trips to Japan throughout the year to purchase koi, he has been a 

great supporter of our koi show for many years.   

So don’t miss out on this opportunity, I hope you can join 

us on this adventure. 

 

Rosimeri  Tran 

 

 



 

6  

CCKS & BKWGS JOINT MEETING 

SATURDAY, MAY 20TH 11:30 A.M. 
HOSTS: RYAN & RICHELE KLEISER 

13136 Wiregrass Lane, Clovis, CA 93619 

 
We welcome Russell Peters of PS Koi as our guest speaker for our upcoming joint meeting with our sister 

club, The Bakersfield Koi and Water Garden Society.  Our club will provide a tri-tip bbq with club members 

providing additional pot luck items.  There will be a table raffle, and a koi auction as well.  Please join us in 

welcoming the Bakersfield Koi and Water Garden Society members as well as listening to Russell talk koi, 

you will not want to miss this meeting. 

Please RSVP your potluck item and how many in your party to Richele at 559-312-3892 

Guest Speaker:  Russell Peters 

 

Raffle/Koi Auction 

 

Tri-tip lunch & beverages  

provided via CCKS 
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CALENDAR OF CCKS GENERAL MEETINGS 

 

      2017 Meetings 

April 11th, 7:00 p.m.   Tom & Elaine Callahan 5966 E. Butler Ave.,  
         Fresno, CA 93727 

 

May 20th, 11:30 a.m.   Ryan & Richele Kleiser 13136 Wiregrass Ln., 

(joint meeting with Bakersfield Koi & Water Garden Society) Clovis, CA 93619 

June  date TBD   Paulette Melkonian  3190 S. Fowler Ave., 
         Fresno, CA 93725 
 
July TBD    Tom & Dee Dee Argo  14636 Skyview Road 
         Madera, CA 93636 

August TBD    Lisa Lamoure   5616 N. Forkner Ave. 
         Fresno, CA 93711 

September date TBD   Elsa Killion   1154 E. Ticonderoga Dr., 
         Fresno, CA 93720 

October TBD 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 11th at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Tom & Elaine Callahan, located at 5966 E. Butler Ave., Fresno, CA 93727, 

please RSVP to 559-252-3236. 
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5832 E. Erin Ave 

Fresno, CA 93727 

Phone: 559-970-8508 
Email: cencalkoi@gmail.com 

Website:  www.cencalkoi.com 

PRESIDENTS CORNER—Rosimeri Tran 

  
We are heading into Spring and hope all is well with you 

and your koi.  Just a reminder if you have not paid your 

$40.00 membership dues, please send it in soon as dues are 

to be paid by March 30th and the check can be sent to 

CCKS, 5832 E. Erin Ave., Fresno, CA 93727, or you can 

bring it along to the next meeting on April 11th.   

 
There is still time to sign up for the upcoming April 1st ZNA Norcal koi show, we 

will be driving up there for the day and will choose a koi for the CCKS Friendship 

award and would love to  have support from club members, currently we have 

Dale & Sandy Winn, Ryan & Richele Kleiser, Tom & Dee Dee Argo as well as 

ourselves going so if you are interested and would like to ride up with us, just give 

me a call at 559-970-8508 or email at cencalkoi@gmail.com. 

 

Secondly is our April 22nd Barstow koi farm trip which we will leave our house 

around 7am, it is a 4 hour trip but we are driving and have room for 5 more pas-

sengers so please consider this trip and you can experience Ken Liu’s koi farm, he 

makes several trips to Japan to buy koi as well as breeding his own BKF koi 

which are amazing. 

 
Club meetings are signed up except for October and November, if you would be 

interested in hosting a meeting, please contact me and we can sign you up.  All we 

need is a place to meet; you provide some refreshments and the Officers do the 

rest.  Any questions on this you can contact me and I can discuss with you. 

 
Also I am currently needing some newsletter material, if there is some kind of ex-

perience you have gone through with your pond and you would like to share it 

with the club, please feel to write it out and submit it to me and I would love to 

include your story in our newsletter. 

 

So I am looking forward to seeing everyone at our Tuesday, April 11th meeting at 

7:00 p.m. at Tom & Elaine Callahan’s home, bring your thoughts and idea, and 

let’s talk koi. 
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Club Minutes 
Submitted by:  Lisa Lamoure 

 
March 11th 2017 General meeting Minutes: 
The meeting was held at Dale & Sandy Winn’s home.  Updated member list and revised 

by laws were handed out to members.  We passed around a sign up sheet for the ZNA Nor-

cal April 1st, Barstow April 22nd field trip.  Discussed joint meeting coming up on May 

20th with Bakersfield koi club at Ryan & Richele Kleiser home at 11:30 a.m. 

2017 koi show update: 

Head judge will be Andy Moo of Andrew’s Koi 

Koi pins are in production 

We added size 8 and 9 and size increments are now 3 inches and we also added Best Long Fin A, Best Long 

Fin B as well as Champion Long Fin. 

Show committee is being formed, board will meet with recommendations 

Water temperature feeding chart was passed around. 

Rosimeri discussed Algaecide warning and talked about their trip to the San Diego koi show. 

 

March 22nd 2017 Board of Director Minutes: 
Held at Ryan & Richele’s home.  Absent JR and John Kendall, Present all Officers and with recommendation 

from Rosimeri and board approval, added new board member, Sara Fries. 

Sara to become new member liason.  Russell Peters will be our speaker at joint meeting. 
Rosimeri got all show judges confirmed, Andy Moo, Russell Peters and Tom Lai.  Vendor and Exhibitor 

package are now uploaded to website as well as show flyer. 

Confirmed vendors: 

PS Koi  Ultra Balance  Sumner Ave. Water Gardens 

Yume Koi  Nijikawa Koi Food  Nijikawa koi food 

 

Discussion on trophy sponsorship and creating a sponsorship package to include: 

Trophy sponsorship 

Banquet 

Booth 

Show booklet ad 

 

Grow out plan by Seng with member only participation 

 

Richele looking into show t-shirt/jacket, will get estimates  
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POND MAINTENANCE 
If you have ever used or are using a pond maintenance or 

repair service, please share what you know.  We have 

members, prospective members, and the public asking 

frequently for references, suggestions, or just any infor-

mation about anyone in this business.  Pond maintenance 

companies allow us to relax a bit with our ponding duties, 

we are always in search of new ideas of pond mainte-

nance.  If you have anything to contribute, please send us 

an email at:  cencalkoi@gmail.com 

Newsletter advertiser Mike Przewoznik of Sumner Avenue Wa-

ter Garden offers the following to CCKS members:  “I would like 

to support your club and I appreciate the business I have received 

from you and your club members.  I would like to initiate the 

following program for your club members going forward:  FREE 

shipping on all orders $75.00 or more.  Club members can com-

bine orders to reach the $75.00 if they wish as long as I ship to 

one address.  Items that require truck shipping or items that are 

extremely heavy will be looked at on case by case situation.” 

Ultra Balance Koi Foods 

Wants your koi hobbyists stories 
I’m sure everyone of you has a unique story to tell regarding experi-

ences you have had since you began this crazy hobby, both good and 

bad.  Star Milling/Ultra Balance Premium Koi Foods would like to pub-

lish your stories on their website www.koifood.com.  Check out their 

website.  Under the Library link you will be able to get an idea.  If 

you’re interested please send your stories to Iva at the following ad-

dress: IVA@STARMILLING.COM. I’m sure we will all enjoy reading 

them!  A short story and a photo (pdf) is all we need.  Please feel free 

to email me if you have any questions J 

CCKS Club Store: 

Potassium Permaganate $15.00  (1 lb jar) 

 

Call Seng Tran at 559-999-1706, or email  

sengtran@gmail.com if interested in purchasing, we will 

also have these available at every club meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 MEMBERSHIP DUES are 

due by March 31st 2017, in the 

amount of $40.00 payable to CCKS 

and mailed to:   

 

5832 E. Erin Ave, Fresno, CA 93727.   

 

The club greatly appreciates you 

paying on time. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

2017 Koi pins are 

$6.00 each, we should 

be receiving them 

soon. 
 

 

 

2016 Koi pins are in they are $4.00 each. 

 

2015 and older are $2.00 each. 

 
These are always available for purchase just contact, 

Rosimeri Tran at cencalkoi@gmail.com or at         

559-970-8508. 

 
They will also be available for sale at our koi show 

on September 24th –25th at Fig Garden Village. 

http://www.koifood.com
mailto:IVA@STARMILLING.COM
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 



 

12  

UPCOMING KOI SHOWS AND KOI/POND EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


