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Our Bakersfield Koi Show Adventure 

By – Rosimeri Tran 

 
Our day started at 4:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 22nd as we jumped (ok rolled) out of 

bed and headed outside to our quarantine tank to start packing our koi fish for the Ba-

kersfield koi show.  A slight chill in the air, enough to wake us up, Seng took the card-

board boxes (previous koi shipping boxes), 4 mil poly bags, rubber bands, net, koi 

viewing bowl, oxygen (very IMPORTANT), I prepared the Elbagin (which is an anti-

biotic, used in transportation that calms the fish).  Seng already knew which fish went 

into which box, so I helped him with the net and he would catch the koi, put them in 

the bowl and then place them in the bag with some water, then I would dry the bag 

while he held it and then he put it inside the box and we added enough water to cover 

the fish, dropped in some Elbagin, then he added the oxygen and used 2 rubber bands 

to tie up the bag; this went on till all the koi were packed up.  Then we packed our 

viewing bowl, Japanese koi net, oxygen, and bags and rubber bands for the ride back 

home on Sunday. 

 
After the koi were loaded in the car we loaded ourselves in with them and off we went 

to Bakersfield, we left at approximately 6am, it was a smooth drive down 99 south and 

we arrived at the Kern County fairgrounds at around 8am.  The show staff directed us 

to our tank; Seng unloaded the koi and floated the bags for a bit before releasing them 

into our show tank.  Then we were free to roam around and admire the beautiful koi on 

display from other exhibitors from San Diego, Los Angeles, Temecula and the sur-

rounding areas plus the Bakersfield koi club.  There were some pretty amazing koi on 

display.  I enjoyed talking with everyone, something about koi kichi people; they are 

super friendly and love to share about their koi and pond and hobbyists experiences.  

Soon the judging commenced with head judge, Andrew Moo (from Andrew’s Koi) and 

Judge Henry Nakamaru (from Asahi Fancy Koi), you could see the exhibitors trying to 

read the judge’s eyes, but nothing was known till the banquet. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judges: 

Head Judge: 

Andrew Moo 

(Andrew’s Koi) 

 

Co-Judge: 

Henry  Nakamaru Bakersfield koi show set up with Poly tanks. 
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Our Bakersfield Koi Show Adventure 

By – Rosimeri Tran (continued from Page #1) 
 
In the late afternoon we headed to our hotel where the banquet was being held to get ready for the big event in 

the evening.  The banquet was sold out and well attended by exhibitors, vendors, Bakersfield club members 

and guests.  JR and Zoe sat with us and we had a front row seat to the koi show banquet.  The food was great; 

there was a raffle and auction during the banquet, which we and JR walked away with a few goodies.  The 

Grand Champion award was for a size 8 Kohaku owned by Roger Spradlin.  Seng and I received the Koi Club 

of San Diego Friendship Award for our gin rin Matsukawabake, the San Diego club had their members walk 

around the show tanks and pick a koi for the award, and out of 11 votes our koi received 7, impressive, we 

were very honored and humbly accepted the award. 

 
On Sunday morning Seng, me and JR and Zoe were invited to Walter McKinney’s home to see his new and 

improved pond.  Walter’s pond is amazing; he has some beautiful, show quality koi in a 12,000 gallon pond 

which is the size of a swimming pool.  The pond is very well decorated with beautiful plants and a pergola 

with pillars over it, and this is Walter’s little Zen to escape the craziness of the world.  Seng and JR checked 

out his filtration system which is a combination of a bead filter, bakki shower and foam fractionator, and sev-

eral tote tanks; Walter is really vamping up his water quality for the benefit of his koi.  Walter netted some of 

his beauties from his pond so we could take a closer look and they were even more amazing in person.  He 

also has a couple of Hi Fin Sharks in there too, but don’t panic, they are not real sharks like in Jaws, but from 

the Cyprindae family and consume algae and help keep your pond clean.  After spending some time with 

Walter it was off to the koi show to check things out. Thanks Walter for sharing your pond with us, we 

greatly appreciate it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walter McKinney’s pond, very impressive 

filtration system with a bead filter , tote 

tanks and a trickle filter.  Walter is really 

put his time and effort into water quality 

for his koi, which is key to having great 

healthy koi and show quality as well. 
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Our Bakersfield Koi Show Adventure 

By – Rosimeri Tran (continued from Page #1) 
 

On Sunday morning Seng, me and JR and Zoe were invited to Walter McKinney’s home to see his new and 

improved pond.  Walter’s pond is amazing; he has some beautiful, show quality koi in a 12,000 gallon pond 

which is the size of a swimming pool.  The pond is very well decorated with beautiful plants and a pergola 

with pillars over it, and this is Walter’s little Zen to escape the craziness of the world.  Seng and JR checked 

out his filtration system which is a combination of a bead filter, bakki shower and foam fractionator, and sev-

eral tote tanks; Walter is really vamping up his water quality for the benefit of his koi.  Walter netted some of 

his beauties from his pond so we could take a closer look and they were even more amazing in person.  He 

also has a couple of Hi Fin Sharks in there too, but don’t panic, they are not real sharks like in Jaws, but from 

the Cyprindae family and consume algae and help keep your pond clean.  After spending some time with 

Walter it was off to the koi show to check things out. Thanks Walter for sharing your pond with us, we 

greatly appreciate it! 

 

The tank signs were up, so we walked around the koi show seeing which koi got 1st, 2nd or 3rd place.  We ran 

into some CCKS members there, Dale and Sandy Winn had stopped by to visit and check out the koi show.  

Seng and I spent some time talking to the Bakersfield club members, and exhibitors and before you know it 

was time to start packing up the koi and ourselves to head home to Fresno. 

 

We had a great time in Bakersfield and look forward to attending next year, thank you JR and Zoe for spend-

ing the weekend with us, as short as it was, and thanks to Dale and Sandy for stopping by on Sunday.  Of 

course we couldn’t come home without some new arrivals, so stay tuned for their development.  That is it for 

2016 California koi shows, but don’t worry, March 4th and 5th 2017 it is the 30th annual Koi Club of San 

Diego koi show and we will be there with our koi, that will be the farthest we have ever traveled and the first 

time, so a lot of researching and planning till then, so stay tuned for the 2017 koi show adventures of Seng 

and Rosimeri.   

 

 

 
 

 

Our Matsukawabake was selected in Bakersfield for the 

KCSD Friendship award 12 members voted among 200 

koi and 7 voted for ours, we were honored to receive 

this award. (The smile on Seng’s face...priceless!) 

Mitch Lentz receiving the CCKS Friendship award.  I 

picked this cute little doitsu that stood out of the 200 koi.  
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Not all garden hoses are alike – by Rosimeri Tran 

 
A few months ago I was made aware buy a club member and friend that they had performed a water change, 

like they do weekly, nothing different, no new koi, no changes what so ever, except they had purchased a new 

garden hose to fill up their pond.  It was only after this water change and new water that they lost almost all 

their koi.  Seeing that they did nothing different and the water tested ok with no ammonia, nitrite or nitrate, 

pH was okay, it led them to believe something inside the garden hose was the cause of the koi deaths.  So I 

decided to do some investigation because I just couldn’t understand how a garden hose could kill fish, be-

cause remember as kids we drank out of garden hoses and assume some kids still do, how is it possible that 

something lethal could be lurking inside the garden hose.   

 

But it is true; in my investigation I found that not all garden hoses are meant for koi ponds or even for us to 

water our vegetable gardens and fruit trees.  Some of these garden hoses contain lead inside the hoses which 

is to prevent the inside of the hose from breaking down; they are treated with chemicals, which are harmful to 

humans and koi.  There was a study made by The Ecology Center which tested 21 different garden hoses pur-

chased from Home Depot, Lowes, Target and Wal-Mart, the result of the investigation was that one third of 

these hoses tested positive for high levels of one or more chemicals such as lead, cadmium, bromine (flame 

retardant), chlorine (which indicates the presence of polyvinyl chloride, or PVC, phthalates and bisphenol 

(BPA).  Not to mention that more than half were made of PVC, which has been proven to be a significant 

source of exposure to chemicals known as phthalates, which are used as plasticizers.  Of these testing positive 

for phthalates, these were known to be banned from children’s toys from the Consumer Product Safety Com-

mission, but yet were found in these garden hoses.  A good portion of the hoses, 4.5% contained brominated 

flame retardants, this chemical has been linked to cancer, reproductive problems and impaired fetal brain de-

velopment. 

Read what came out of this study: 

 

“What this means is that, assuming your garden hose is made of toxic plastic chemicals, as it sits outside in the sun those chemi-

cals concentrate in the water. When the Ecology Center researchers tested water from a hose that was left out in the sun for two 

days, they found: 

 

BPA levels of 0.34 to 0.91 ppm, which is three to nine times higher than the safe drinking water levels used by the National 

Science Foundation (NSF) 

 

DEHP (a phthalate) levels of 0.017 ppm to 0.011 ppm, which is two times higher than federal drinking water standards 

 

Generally speaking, the study found that PVC and vinyl hoses were the worst in terms of leaching phthalates and BPA, which 

makes sense since phthalates are used to make plastics flexible. Those with copper fittings contained the most lead.   In 2012, the 

researchers found even worse results when they tested 90 garden hoses, including BPA levels of 2.3 ppm and 

DEHP levels of 0.025 ppm.  (For that study they also found that many gardening products, including gloves, 

kneeling pads, and tools, contain chemicals of concern as well.) The Ecology Center reported on the garden-

hose findings.  

       

 

http://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2011/06/24/europe-bans-penis-shrinking-chemical-america-does-not.aspx
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Not all garden hoses are alike – by Rosimeri Tran (continued from page 4) 
 

Now to eliminate this problem it is advised to purchase “drinking water” safe hoses, which are available such 

as polyurethane, or natural rubber hoses.  The label should indicate it is safe for drinking water and at least 

say it is lead free.  Read the labels on the garden hoses, I have one that Seng just got it is a Flexon Heavy 

Duty 50’ 5/8” garden hose, nowhere on the front does it indicate anything, but when you turn it over on the 

back side of the paper it says, “WARNING:  DO NOT DRINK FROM THIS HOSE:” so if you never read 

the back of the garden hose, which I assume most of us don’t, you would not know this.  Another recommen-

dation for the garden hose it to keep it covered and out of the sun, because water builds up in your hose, with 

the heat it increases the leaching of chemical additives into the water.  So once you turn the water off, that 

warm water will contain the most chemicals, so letting the water run out of the hose before using it until the 

water is cold temperature is another way of reducing the chemicals. 

These “drinking water” safe garden hoses are available; I found some online via Amazon.com, also found at 

Target and at camping and RV stores.  So do your research before buying a new garden hose, because al-

though you have not had any problems as of yet, you don’t know what chemicals are lurking inside that gar-

den hose that may very well kill your koi. 

 

“Credit information stats from The Ecology Center, in Ann Arbor, MI.” 

       

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Always look for the “Drinking Safe” 

on garden hose package, to keep 

your koi safe from toxins in the gar-

den hose. 

Look for and read 

those labels on your 

garden hose before 

buying them for your 

water change. 
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CALENDAR OF CCKS GENERAL MEETINGS 

 
November 19th @ 2:00 p.m.  John & Sue Kendall   847 E. Gettysburg 

          Fresno, CA 93704 

December 10th @ 4:00 p.m. Dale & Sandy Winn   8099 E. Nees Ave 

  Holiday Party        Clovis, CA 93619 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2017 Meetings 

January NO MEETING 

February TBD 

March  TBD 

April  TBD 

May  TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 19th meeting at 2:00 p.m. at the home of John & Sue Kendell, located at 847 E. Gettysburg, Fresno, 

CA 93704  RSVP 559-230-1591. 

KENDELL 



 

7  

: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 
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5832 E. Erin Ave 

Fresno, CA 93727 

Phone: 559-970-8508 
Email: cencalkoi@gmail.com 

Website:  www.cencalkoi.com 

PRESIDENTS CORNER—Rosimeri 

Tran 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Well fall is upon us, the leaves are falling, the weather is getting cooler, and your 

pond temperature is probably falling as well.  So keep an eye on your pond tem-

perature and as a reminder to not feed the koi after water temperatures drop below 

50°F, adjust their feeding to less feedings if their appetite is slowing down and 

they show less interest in koi food.  Fall is a great time to check around the pond, 

try to keep and clean up leaves that may accumulate in and around the pond, per-

form any pond maintenance, such as checking for leaks, making sure all pond 

equipment is in good working order.   

 
Seng and I attended the Bakersfield Koi show in October, which is included in 

this month’s newsletter.  We had a great time seeing our friends and had some 

company at their show banquet with JR and Zoe, I always encourage members to 

go see how other koi club’s put on their koi show, we got some ideas and will dis-

cuss further for our own 2017 koi show.  As mentioned in a previous email, our 

club is selling the 6 foot Dream Ponds, soft show tanks for $150.00 to club mem-

bers, we will have one on display at the November 19th general meeting as well as 

we will bring a few tanks in case anyone wants to purchase one.  The November 

meeting will also when we elect Officers for the President, Vice President, Secre-

tary and Treasurer Positions, so please make an effort to come to the meeting.   

 

As a reminder our 2016 Holiday party is scheduled for Saturday, December 10th at 

4:00 p.m. at Dale and Sandy Winn’s, I will have a signup sheet at the November 

19th meeting for a head count and which pot luck item you would like to bring.  

More information will be in the December Newsletter.   
 

 

CENTRAL 

CALIFORNIA KOI 

SOCIETY 

President 

Rosimeri Tran 

559-970-8508 

cencalkoi@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

JR Romagnoli 

559-905-5188 

jr@seinc.com 

 

Secretary 

Richele Kleiser 

559-312-3892 

rkleiser@live.com 

 

Treasurer 

Seng Tran 

559-999-1706 

sengtran@gmail.com 

 

Tom Callahan 

John Kendall 

Ryan Kleiser 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Rosimeri Tran 

559-970-8508 

cencalkoi@gmail.com 

 

Feature writer 

Rosimeri Tran 

 

Koi Health Advisors 

Tom Callahan 

Seng & Rosimeri Tran 

Greg Mariano 

 

Artwork: 

Rosimeri Tran 

 

Webmaster: 

Daniel Tran 

3 Club President’s at the Bakersfield Koi Show: 

 

Scotty Yee—President Koi club of San Diego  

 
Malise Unruh—President Bakersfield Koi and Wa-

ter Garden Society 

 

Rosimeri Tran—Central California Koi Society 

 
 

 

(photo courtesy of Scotty Yee—KCSD) 
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POND MAINTENANCE 
If you have ever used or are using a pond maintenance or 

repair service, please share what you know.  We have 

members, prospective members, and the public asking 

frequently for references, suggestions, or just any infor-

mation about anyone in this business.  Pond maintenance 

companies allow us to relax a bit with our ponding duties, 

we are always in search of new ideas of pond mainte-

nance.  If you have anything to contribute, please send us 

an email at:  cencalkoi@gmail.com 

Newsletter advertiser Mike Przewoznik of Sumner Avenue Wa-

ter Garden offers the following to CCKS members:  “I would like 

to support your club and I appreciate the business I have received 

from you and your club members.  I would like to initiate the 

following program for your club members going forward:  FREE 

shipping on all orders $75.00 or more.  Club members can com-

bine orders to reach the $75.00 if they wish as long as I ship to 

one address.  Items that require truck shipping or items that are 

extremely heavy will be looked at on case by case situation.” 

Ultra Balance Koi Foods 

Wants your koi hobbyists stories 
I’m sure everyone of you has a unique story to tell regarding experi-

ences you have had since you began this crazy hobby, both good and 

bad.  Star Milling/Ultra Balance Premium Koi Foods would like to pub-

lish your stories on their website www.koifood.com.  Check out their 

website.  Under the Library link you will be able to get an idea.  If 

you’re interested please send your stories to Iva at the following ad-

dress: IVA@STARMILLING.COM. I’m sure we will all enjoy reading 

them!  A short story and a photo (pdf) is all we need.  Please feel free 

to email me if you have any questions J 

CCKS Club Store: 

Potassium Permaganate $15.00  (1 lb jar) 

 

Call Seng Tran at 559-999-1706, or email  

sengtran@gmail.com if interested in purchasing, we will 

also have these available at every club meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES are due by 

March 1st, in the amount of $35.00 

payable to CCKS and mailed to:   

 

5832 E. Erin Ave, Fresno, CA 93727.   

 

The club greatly appreciates you 

paying on time. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2016 Koi pins are in 

they are $6.00 each. 

 
2015 koi pins are 

$4.00 each 

 
2014 and older are 

$2.00 each. 

 
These are always 

available for purchase just contact, Rosimeri Tran at 

cencalkoi@gmail.com or at         559-970-8508. 

 
They will also be available for sale at our koi show 

on September 24th –25th at Fig Garden Village. 

http://www.koifood.com
mailto:IVA@STARMILLING.COM
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Club Minutes 
By:  Rosimeri Tran 

 
October 8th General Meeting minutes:  

 
Rosimeri reviewed the profit from the koi show which was well over $2,000.00 which will be used to pur-

chase more hard show tanks from PolyTanks.  Nominations were requested for the Officers positions.  

Seng did a judging exercise using 3 koi from the all Japan koi show, with only 3 members out of 20 get-

ting the correct answers, congrats to Zoe Romagnoli, Hannah Garrison and Nancy Palazzo for getting 

them all right, and they were awarded with some chocolate courtesy of Rosimeri.  Seng discussed the rea-

soning for the selection and then went into detail regarding what judges are looking for in a supreme koi.  

There was discussion on what type of food to feed the koi, and how much and when to feed, filtration is-

sues and why some members koi were not growing as expected.  Rosimeri encouraged members to come 

to the Bakersfield koi show on 10/21-10/23 and also the upcoming koi shows in 2017, such as San Diego, 

ZNA SoCal and ZNA Norcal.  She also discussed that the AKCA awarded our club the Speaker Grant 

which will be used during our joint meeting with our sister club Bakersfield Koi and Water Garden Soci-

ety in the Spring of 2017, suggestions for speakers should be forwarded to Rosimeri.   

October 8th Board of Director Minutes: 

 
Seng discussed the Profit and Loss from the koi show, which was all profit.  There was discussion on what 

changes to improve and streamline the koi show for next year, as well as starting plans for 2017 koi show 

right now while everything is fresh in everyone’s mind.  We will look into new catering facility in con-

junction with a hotel, possibly Piccadilly Inn for hotel and Pardini’s for banquet.  Rosimeri discussed the 

nominations for the officer positions.  The board voted on buying 12 Poly Tanks to add to our koi show, 

the goal is to keep purchasing them until we no longer need soft tanks.  Soft tanks were discussed and the 

Board approved putting them up for sale to members at a discounted rate of $150.00 and non members for 

$200.00.  We will set one soft tank up at November 19th meeting and bring a few tanks if anyone would 

be interested in purchasing.  JR volunteered to deliver the tanks to Bakersfield, meeting in the middle with 

a Bakersfield club member.  There was discussion on holding the joint meeting in 2017 in April at JR’s 

house and using our speaker grant on that date. 
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$150.00 CCKS 

member price 

Pearls of Paradise 6’ soft tanks for sale 
 

The board has decided to purchase more hard Poly Tanks and in doing so is offering the soft 

show tanks up for sale to club members at a discounted rate of $150.00, non CCKS members 

are $200.00 each.   These are Pearls of Paradise 6 foot show tanks with a capacity of 510 gal-

lons, they are 30” deep and 6’ round and come with 8 pvc support legs with a 1-1/2 female 

threaded drain plug which can be converted to feed pumps and filtration systems.   

 

The tanks retail for $478.00, we have 22 in stock and already 3 have been purchased by board 

members, they are currently being stored in the club trailer at the residence of Ryan and Rich-

ele Kleiser. Our goal is to sell as many tanks as possible, to make more room in the club 

trailer and also to generate more funds to buy more hard tanks from Poly Tank.  If you are in-

terested please contact me at 559-970-8508 or email me at cencalkoi@gmail.com so we can 

arrange a time with the Kleiser’s for pickup. 

An extra tank is ideal for quarantining and new koi you may purchase, or for temporary quar-

ters if you have a koi that is sick and needs treatment and you don’t want to treat the whole 

pond, also if your main pond has some kind of repair needed you could store the koi in here 

temporarily.  Since they are soft tanks they are easy to store inside a Rubbermaid container, so 

whenever you need it, you can just assemble and fill it with de-chlorinated water and you are 

ready to go.       

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:559-970-8508
mailto:cencalkoi@gmail.com
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UPCOMING KOI SHOWS AND KOI/POND EVENTS 
 

ZNA NorCal is inviting all koi kichi to join us at Koten-En, 1210 Kotenberg Av, San Jose, CA 95125 on Sunday, 11/13 for a holiday 

get together to close out the 2016 koi keeping season. 

 

Besides some great grub Dr. Jessie Sanders is going to check out a couple of my koi and hold a mini wet lab. She'll be projecting 

what she finds in the scope and we'll be recording it for future reference. 

 

The fun starts at 11:30. Think of it as a great Fall Sunday Brunch. The club will furnish the main course. If you feel the urge, 

please bring a side dish, salad, desert, etc. 

 

As the holidays draw near we need to remember that not everyone in the Bay Area is as fortunate as us, so please bring an un-

wrapped toy. We'll be collecting for Toys for Tots. 

 

We'll also be asking for donations for the AKCA KHV fund, so please bring your checkbook. AKCA has contributed quite a bit 

over the years to Oregon State where they are researching treatments for KHV. They've pledged $30 large for this worthy 

cause and need our help to make it happen. 

 

So please come with a generous heart. Enjoy talking koi one last time with old friends and new and help us close out 2016 with a 

bang. 

 

See you then, and... 

  
Happy Koi Keeping,  

 

 

Don Chamberlain 

ZNA NorCal Secretary  

Seng and I will be attending this event in San Jose, for the day, if you are in-

terested in traveling with us, please contact me at 559-970-8508 or email me 

at cencalkoi@gmail.com and let me know.  This will be a great social event to 

meet the ZNA Norcal group as well as see Dr. Jessie Sanders in action evalu-

ating Don’s koi and see a wet lab as well, great koi education opportunity.  

Let me know soon. 


